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St. MATT. ch. vii. ver. I, 2. 


Judge not, that ye be not judged. For 

with what Judgment ye judge, ye 
Hall be judged : and with what 
Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be mea- 
ſured to you again. 


— N une ton and favicur 
who, continually, in his Doc- 


Forbearance : Meekneſs, Hu- 
== manity, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 
and ſuch other Virtues, as if practiſed by the 
Profeſſors of his Name; not only would ſe- 
cure everlaſting Joy and Happineſs hereafter; 
but introduce ſuch Harmony and inward 
Tranquility even in this Life, that it would in 


a Manner, anticipate the Joys of Heaven, by 


making Men little differing from the An- 
gels : Our bleſſed Lord, I fay, in the Chapter 
whence I have taken my Text, keeps the 


ſame Point of brotherly Affection and Charity 


in View, and by directing us to behave 
with Tenderneſs to each other, ſows the Seeds 
of Peace, which if they .take Root in our 
| ” Hear [407 


XX. 


trine inculcates Love, Charity, 
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St. MAT T. ch. vii. Der. IT, y 1 


Judge not, that ye be not judred. For 
with what Judgment ye judge, ye 
Hall be judged : and with what 

Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be mea- 

ſured to you again. 


DR bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
who, continually, in his Doc- 


Porbearance: Meekneſs, Hu- 

— manity, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 
and ſuch other Virtues, as if practiſed by the 
Profeſſors of his Name; not only would ſe- 
cure everlaſting Joy and Happineſs hereafter; 
but introduce ſuch Harmony and inward 

Tranquility even in this Life, that it would in 
a Manner, anticipate the Joys of Heaven, by 
making Men little differing from the An- 
gels: Our bleſſed Lord, I fay, in the Chapter 
whence I have taken my Text, keeps the 


trine inculcates Love, Charity, 


ſame Point of brotherly Affection and Charity 


in View, and by directing us to behave 
with Tenderneſs to each other; ſows the Seeds 
of Peace, which if they take Root in our 
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Hearts, will afford us a plentiful Harveſt of 
Satisfaction, and future Bleſſedneſs, 
in the Poſſeſſion of Joys, as inexpreſſible, as 
eternal. 


At the ſame Time that he inſtructs his Fol- 


lowers, he ſeems to reprove the Scribes and 


Phariſees, a ſupercilious, magiſterial and ſe- 
vere Set of Men, extremely rigid and cenſo- 


rious with Regard to others; vain and con- 
ceited in the TuRikcation of themſelves. 
Diſcourſing © the Text, I ſhall lors it 


contains, 


Firſt, A Prohibition, Fudge not. 


 Secondiy, a Reaſon for our having Regard' 
to this Pro ibition, that we be not Judged. 


"Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew that the Prohibition 
is in a refirited Senſe, it does not include 
ates in their publick Capacity, or ſuch 

whoſe Office it is to reprove. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, I ſhall offer ſome 
Cautions to prevent raſh and cenſorious Re- 
flections on others. | 


As to the firſt Head, Judge not. 


There is one ſovereign and ſupreme Judge 
of the World, who alone, has immediate 
Power to abſolve or condemn ; before whom, 
every Man muſt give an Account of his 
Actions, who will execute Judgment with 
Righteouſneſs ; whoſe Creatures, from the 
. higheſt 
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higheſt to the loweſt, we equally are; who 
is jealous of his Honour, and commands us 
— to erect our ſelves Judges over one ano- 
ther; for it is an Inſult upon his Prerogative, 
who alone has the Power to judge of the 
Hearts of Men: 1 is — his Autho- 
rity, ſtepping into his Throne, and pretend- 
ing to 2 than human Wiſdom * us 
poor weak - ſighted ſinful Mortals, to take 
upon us to judge and paſs Sentence upon one 
another. Judge not. We muſt not magiſte- 
nally aſſume an Authority of cenſuring others, 
which we will not allow them to exerciſe 
over us : The Rule lain down for the Practice 
of ſuch as profeſs the Name of Chriſt is dia- 
metrically contrary to this Preſumption of 
ſeating ourſelves in the Judgment Seat, can- 
vaſſing the Words or Actions of our Brethren ; 
as if our Decrees, our Opinions were to be 
A der ng My Brethren, be not many Maſters, 
knowing that we ſpall recerve 'th greater 
Condemnation. For in many Things we offend 
all. James ch. iii. v. 1, 2. As we have 
no delegated Power to this End, we are not 
to uſurp it. 
Every one who ſpeaketh ill of his Neigh- 
bour, ſets himſelf up as a Judge. Speak not 
Evil one of another. He that ſpeateth Evil 
of his Brother, and judgeth his Brother, ſpeak- 
eth Evil of the Law, and judgeth the Law. 
Ja. ch. iv. ver. 11. And indeed what is it 
other than to condemn. a Law, as unjuſt, to 


act 
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act contrary to it; and how great a Sin that 
is need not be taught, for you cannot con- 
demn or cenſure a Law, but you condemn or 
cenſure the Law-giver, and here, that is, 
God himſelf. 1 0d - 
We muſt be upon our Guatd, that we do 
not declare ourſelves Judges of the Law, by 
infringing the Law. We are not to conclude 
upon a Man's Life by any of his Actions; 
for we know not the Hearts of Men; we 
know our own, let us examine them ; let us 
ſet up Judges of our own Thoughts and 
Actions; let us take Care to weed and root 
out all inordinate Affections, to keep our 
Minds bent on the Duties incumbent on us 
for the procuring our own Salvation, and 
avoid criticizing the Lives of others. Were 
every one of us more employed in looking 
into ourſelves, we ſhould not be ſo buſy in 
examining others, and we ſhould not hear ſo 
much Calumny, as is too frequent in all Com- 
panies, Scandal being chiefly the general To- 
pick; the only Entertainment; to the great 
Reproach of Chriſtianity, and the endanger- 
ing the Souls of ſuch, as heedleſs of our 
Lord's Prohibition, Fudge not, delight in tear- 
ing to Pieces the Reputation of their Neigh- 
bours, and the propagating defamatory Re- 
ports, to the Prejudice of, too often, inno- 
cent, conſequently injured People. 1 
We are, when we hear the Character of 


any one attack d, to think it may be our own 
| Caſe, 


From raſh Cenſures. 7 
Caſe, the Moment of our Abſence; as ſoon 
as the Detractor has loſt Sight of us, and 
judge candidly as we wiſh others may judge 
of us: we are to ſuſpend our Opinions, and 
to reflect, that Prejudice, Revenge, or, as tis 
too often the Caſe, a defamatory Tongue, a 
Delight to ſpeak Evil, may either have in- 
vented or propagated what is falſe; but on 
the contrary, if we are really convinced our 
Neighbour has given but too good Grounds 
for Cenſure, yet we are not to judge uncha- 
ritably ; we ought to conſider the Perſon cen- 
ſured as a Man, our Brother; allow for 
Frailties of human Nature, and before we 
give Sentence, remember what our bleſſed 
Saviour ſaid to thoſe who brought before 
him the Woman taken in Adultery. He 
that is without Sin among you, let bim firſt 
| Caſt @ Stone at her. St, John, ch. viii. ver. 
2 Before we condemn or deſpiſe another, 
et us be ſure that there is no Cauſe in our- 
ſelves for Recrimination. Nay, could we ſay 
we have been guilty of no Action, of not even 
a Thought, which would not bear the Light; 
we are to conſider we are ſo far from being 
Judges of others, that we are expreſly forbid- 
den the aſſuming this Authority. Jade . 
We know how liable we all are to be de- 
ceived with Appearances, and therefore ought 
to guard againſt raſhly cenſuring others, or 
teceiving an ill Impreſſion of them, leſt we 
fhould hereafter find we had injured a Perſon, 
> keg | whom 


| 
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whom we ought rather to have cheriſhed arid 
defended : Even Men who act with the great- 
eſt Caution, Jadges and Juries, who examine 
and crofs examine Witneſſes, who ſift and 
weigh the minuteft Circamſtances ; delibe- 
rate on every Particular ; take Time for ma- 
ture Conſideration ; have, mifled by Appear- 
ances and falſe Evidence, been found ſome- 
times to have condemned the Innocent. This 
Conſideration alone will weigh with an honeſt 
Heart to ſuſpend his Judgment, left being de- 
ceived, he does an irreparable Injury. Where- 
fore it behoves us, both with Regard to others 
and ourſelves, whenever we find that we are 
pleaſed with and inclined to join in a Sſander, 
to call to Mind this Command, Judge not. 
Which leads me to my EE, 


Second Head, The Reaſon for our having 
Regard to this Prohibition, that ye be not 
Jud 8 ed. | 3 

The cenforious Perſon ſcems to declare 
War againſt the whole World, and as he 
ſpares the Character of none, ſo, is his Repu- 
tation attacked by all. He that will uſarp 
the Seat of the Judge, ſhall be dragged to 
the Bar of the Criminal. All en are 

afraid of, and avoid fuch as delight in Scan- 
| dal, and no Man, will juſtify him, when 
> his good Name 1s attacked : Such as will 
not join in defaming him, will however be 
filent, and fay nothing in his Defence, * 
1 hey 


* 
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they will look upon it no more than a Piece 
of Juſtice done, according to the Laws of Re- 
taliation: but indeed what can be offered to 
juſtify the Man who delights in the Deſtruc- 
tion of his Neighbour, who murders him in 
his Reputation, eſteemed by every thinking 
Man more valuable than even Life itſelf; 
ſince that, when once our good Name is 
loſt, when we are pointed at, and Mankind 
warned to be upon their Guard againſt us, can 
be termed no other than a Burthen ? 

He that detracts others, will have a Num- 
ber of Detractors; whereas every one is the 
Friend of him, who is careful of his Neigh- 
bour's Character, and will not only avoid 
Cenſure himſelf, but check it in others. The 
former we may compare to 1/hmael, as his 
Hand was againſt every Man, and every 
Man's Hand againſt Him. Gen. ch. xvi. ver. 
12. So is the Detractors Tongue againſt every 
Man, and every Man's Tongue againſt him : 
He paſſes his Life, in a continual Storm; 
the latter, like Titus Veſpaſian, merits the 
Epithet of Darling of Mankind and enjoys a 
perpetual Calm ; but this making the World 
in general Enemies, is not the worſt Con- 
ſequence of our diſobeying the Command of 
God in cenſuring our Neighbours. No, we 
make God our Enemy, we ſhall be judged - 
of God, and from him ſhall receive the 


greater Condemnation, The huinble injured 
B Man 
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Man, and the haughty Calumniator ſhall both 
appear before him. 

But why doſt thou judge thy Brother ? or 
why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? 
For we fhall all Lend be before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt. Rom. ch. xiv, ver. 10. 

Which is the ſame, as if the Apoſtle had 
faid, what art thou, who takeſt upon thee to 
thruſt th yſelf into the Councils of God; 
celine; to paſs Sentence upon thy Brother, 
and puffed up with a Conceit of thy ſuperior 
Merit, to deſpiſe and flight him ? Art thou 
not thy ſelf, a poor, corrupt, weak, Creature ; 
who art to appear before the Judge of the 
Living and the Dead, and before him, to 
give an Account, and receive Sentence ac- 
cording to the Uſe thou haſt made of thy 
Time ? Art thou any more than the Brother 
whom thou condemneſt, and holdeſt at 
nought, art thou ſatisfied thy paſt Life will 
meet with the Approbation + that impartial 
Judge, before whom thou mayeſt appear leſs 
worthy of Mercy ? Before whom thy raſh 
Sentence againſt, and thy ill Opinion and 
Contempt of thy Brother, may add to the 
Number of thy other Crimes? Remember, 
With what A ye judge, ye ſhall be 
Judged ; and with what Meaſure ye mete, it 
ſhall be meaſured ts you again. It thou haſt 
been ſevere in cenſuring thy Brother, thou 
ſhalt find a Judge ſevere in paſſing Judgment 
* 9 The Cruel ſhall experience 
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u terrible Judge, and the Merciful ſhall! find 
Mercy. God will pardon the Placable, ſuch 
as not only are ready to forgive Injuries, but 
are alſo afraid to affront divine Majeſty, by 
taking upon them to condemn their Brethren, 
becauſe poſſibly they themſelves may imagine 
they are injured by them. 
We are partial, I fear, all of us, when we 
ſet ourſelves up for Judges, being Parties. 
The juſt Man, by which Epithet, I mean 
the Man who fears God; leaves his Cauſe to 
his Deciſion : will not venture to judge, 
that he may not be judged ; this Procedure is 
an Evidence of our Humility, Charity and 
Deference, to the Command of our Creator ; 
and though, whatever we are capable of 
doing, though our Righteouſneſs in his Sight 
is as filthy Rags, yet his Mercy will attribute 
it to us as a Merit, and as ſuch, reward it. We 
are not, my beloved in Chriſt, to judge, tis 
the Command of God, and if we go counter 
to, that is, dare to diſobey this Command, 
we ſhall be judged not only by Men but by 
Him. But in this Command you are not to 
ſuppoſe, that God intends the Wicked are 
to eſcape Puniſhment in this World, or that 
none are to take upon them to reprove their 
Brethren. No, the former would introduce 
innumerable Miſchiefs, and the latter might 
prove the Loſs of many Souls. For it is thro? 
God, by his delegated Power, that Princes 
decree Fuſtice, and this brings me to my 
B 2 Third 
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Third Head, That this Prohibition is, in 2 
reſtricted Senſe, it does not include Magi- 
ſtrates in their Publick Capacity, or ſuch 
whoſe Office it is to reprove. 

Man in the State of Nature ſeems to be 
in a State of Warfare, and 'tis the coercive 
Power of Civil Government, entruſted to Ma- 
giſtrates, that alone reſtrains the Stronger, 
void of Religion, from making a Prey of the 
Weaker. This Power of Magiſtrates is de- 
rived from the Supreme Being. There is, 
fays St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
ch. xiii. ver. 1. No Power but of God : the 
Powers that be, are ordained of God, and 
gives this Delegation, from God, as a Reaſon, 
why Magiſtrates, and thoſe in Authority 
ought to be feared. It is a Point of Conſcience 
on our Sides, to ſubmit to the higher Powers 
as well as a Paine of Prudence. With Re- 
card to the former, the fame Apoſtle teaches 
in the following verſe, that Whoſoever there- 
fore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſtetb the Ordi- 
nance of God : and they that reſiſt, ſhall re- 
cerve to themſelues Damnation. Rom. ch. xiii. 
ver. 2. With Regard to the latter; a general 
Diſobedience muſt neceſſarily introduce a ge- 
neral Confuſion ; there would no longer be 
any Property, ncither could any Man be in 
greater Security with Regard to his Life than 
to his Goods. Now as Obedience is required 
from us, ſo Protection is expected from Ma- 

giitrates; 
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giſtrates: For Rulers are not a Terror to good 
Works, but to the Evil. Rom. ch. xiii. ver. 

They are to adminiſter Juſtice, and to 
that End are inveſted with a Power to call 
to Account and puniſh the Wicked. Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of the Power ? Do 
that which is good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe 
of the ſame, For as on the one Hand it is the 
Magiſtrates Duty to puniſh the Vicious, ſo it 
15 on the other to encourage and cherith the 
Virtuous. For he is the Miniſter of God to 
thee for Good. But if thou do that which ts 
Evil be afraid; for he beareth not the Sword 
in vain : for he is the Miniſter of God, a 
Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that 
doeth Evil. Rom. ch. xiii. ver. 4. Whence 
it is evident that Magiſtrates, with Regard 
to their publick Capacity, are not included in 
this Prohibition, Fudge not, though it is 
equally directed to them with private Men, 
when They act not juridically. 

As Magiſtrates are not included as ſuch, 
neither is this Prohibition extended to ſuch, 
whoſe Office or Duiy it is to reprove: As 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, Parents, Matters 
and Miſtreſſes of Servants, or ſuch Officers 
as they ſhall think fit to entruſt with the Ma- 
nagement of their Affairs. Nay ſometimes tis 
a charitable Duty, though we have no ſuch 
Relation, to admonith and reprove a Bro- 
ther whom we ſee endanger either his Soul 
or Body, But then, this Admonition muſt 

proceed 
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proceed from a tender Concern for the Wel- 
fare of our Brother, and muſt be void of all 
Aſperity. 

It is not every one who is a proper Per- 
ſon to reprove, neither is every one a pro- 
per Perſon to be reproved. What Effect 
would a Drunkard's reproving his Neigh- 
bour for exceſſive Drinking have? Certainly 
no other than expoſing him who reproved to 
the Retort of Phyſician heal thy ſelf. Thoſe 
who reprove Vice in others, muſt be clear 
of it themſelves, or it will bring upon them 
Shame, without profiting their Brother. 
Why beholdeſt thou the Mote that is in thy 
Brothers Eye, but conſidereſt not the Beam 
thut is in thine own Eye? Or how wilt thou 
Jay to thy Brother, let me. pull out the Mote 
out of thine Eye ; and behold, a Beam is in 
thine own Eye? Matt. ch. vii. ver. 3, 4. Such 
a Man in reproving, would juſtly be term 
ed rather cenſorious than charitable, and 
ought to be adviſed to look at home, and 
begin the reforming the World by amending 
himſelf : and this does not hold good in 
8 Life only, but in Publick; for the 

iniſter who preaches up Virtue and practi- 
ces Vice; who inveighs againſt Drinking 
and is himſelf a Sot: who teaches others not 
to cenſure and detract their Neighbours, and 
is himſelf an Inventer and Propogator of Scan- 
dal, will find his preaching, though he be 
never ſo florid an Orator, have but little 8 

; fect 
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fect on thoſe who know him, and who will 
not fail of ſaying, he ought to inculcate theſe 
Doctrines by his Example, and if they ar 

neceſſary to Salvation, to give Proof he realy 
thinks them ſo, by the Practice of them. 

As ſuch Men are very unlikely to reprove 
others efficaciouſly, ſo there are others who 
are very unfit to be reproved. Give not that 
which is holy unto the Dogs, neither caſt ye 
your Pearls before Swine, leſt they trample 
them under their Feet, and turn again and 
rent you. Matt. ch. vii. ver. 6. 

There are Men ſo abſolutely governed by 
their Paſſions; act ſo irrationally, are ſo drown- 
ed in Sen ſuality, and guilty of ſuch filthy 
ſuch unnatural Crimes, that they juſtly may 

be compared to Beaſts, and even to the moſt 
filthy of Beaſts Dogs and Swine. They have 
fo long walked in the Way of Sinners, that 
they are ſet down in the Seat of the Scornful. 
Pal. ii. They hate Inſtruction, and deſpiſe 
the Man who offers it to them, ſuch are very 
unfit for Reproof, and to admoniſh them is 
giving that which is holy unto the Dogs, 
and caſting Pearls before Swine. With ſuch 
the moſt tender and friendly Reproofs will 
-be eſteemed Reproaches. Behold, the Word 
of the Lord is unto them a Reproach, they 
have no Delight in it. Jer. ch. vi. ver. 10. 
As an Ear-ring of Gold, and an Ornament of 
fine Gold, ſo is a wiſe Reprover upon an obe- 
dient Ear : Prov. ch. xxv. ver. 12, but it is 
throwing 
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throwing away Reproof, which is an excel- 
lent Oil, and we can expect no other than 
Contempt and miſchievous Reſentment from 
ſuch as are irrecoverably loſt to Religion, 
5 Shame, and Reaſon: As a Swine will reſent 
the throwing a Pearl at him as much as a 
Stone, ſo will ſuch Men eſteem Reproof, the 
hĩigheſt Affront that can be offered, the greateſt 
Injury that can be done them, and endea- 
vour accordingly to revenge it. Wherefore 
great Diſcretion is neegſlary, both in the 
examining ourſelves if we. are proper to re- 
rove others, and conſidering whether the 
Terlan 18 capable of Reproof ; whether our 
Reproof proceeds from a ſincere Deſire of our 
Neighbour's Wlfare, or from any Pique, 
Reſentment, or Ill-Will, toward him. If 
anon, the former it is a laudable Act of Cha- 
rity; if from the latter, it is a very great Sin, 
and directly acting againſt the Commandment 
Judge not 
I now proceed to my fourth and laſt Head, 
and ſhall offer ſome — to prevent raſh 
and cenſorious Reflections on others, or which 
is the ſame thing, judging otbers. 


I ſhall do this. with Regard to-God, — 
with Regard to aurlſelves, 

With Regard to God, we are to conſider, 
that as he has made the Univerſe, and we our 
ſelves being the Work of his Hands, ſo he 
has reſerved the Power of ruling both 25 

| an 
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and us, as his infinite Wiſdom ſhall think fit 
to direct and ordain. He hath ordered the 
Courſe of the Planets, ſet Bounds to the Sea, 
directed the Succeſſion of Seaſons and Gene- 
rations, and given to Men Laws by which they 
are to guide their Lives: and we ſee he is 
obey'd by the inanimate Creation, Man alone 
rebels againſt infinite Wiſdom and infinite 
Power; and he has reſerved to himſelf, the 
ſole Prerogative of judging ſuch as continue 
in their Rebellion, that is, in Diſobedience 
to his divine Injunctions; but we arrogantly 
preſume to diſpute him this his Right, when 
even contrary to his expreſs Will, we ſet our 
ſelves up to be Judges and Cenſurers of others; ; 
a grievous Sin, which he will ſeverely puniſh: 
A Preſumption ſo great, that when we ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what God is, and who we are, 
we ſhall tremble at our having been guilty, 
and looſe no Time in humbly repenting of it : 
A Species of Pride very near approaching to 


that of the fallen Angels, who though the 


Creatures of his Will pretended to be equal 
to their Creator, and thus provoking his 
Wrath felt his Power, and from the Summit 
of Bliſs, were hurled into the Depth of Miſery, 
where ſuch as will copy inſolent Pride, will 
ſhare in their endleſs Puniſhment. Where-_ 
fore, judge not, that ye be not judged. 

With Regard to ourſelves, if we would 
* inſpect our own Hearts, and be 


C impar- 
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impartial in our Judgment, on our own Sci- 
tuation, the beſt among us would be aſhamed 
to cenſure his Neighbour. I ſhall here to 
this Purport, quote the Words of that ex- 
cellent Author Thomas a Kempis, We 
ci are ſometimes moved with Paſſion, and 
* think it Zeal ; we reprehend ſmall Things 
© in others, and over greater Matters, 
e in ourſelves. We quickly feel and weigh 
« what we ſuffer at the Hands of others; 
but we mind not what others ſuffer from 
us. He that doth well and rightly con- 
te ſider his own Actions, will little 
«« Cabiſe to judge hardly of another”, 
„The inward Chriſtian preferreth the 
© Care of himſelf before all other Cares; 
and he that diligently attendeth unto * 
* ſelf doth ſeldom ſpeak much of others, 
Thou wilt never be ſo inwardly Religious, 
unleſs thou paſs over other Mens Affairs 
with Silence, and look eſpecially to thy- 
„ ſelf. If thou attend wholly unto God 
* and thyſelf, thou wilt be lle moved with 
e whatever thou ſeeſt Abroad, Where art 
ce thou, when thou art not with thyſelf ? 
« That is when thou leaveſt the Care of 
« thy own Amendment, to obſerve and 
cenſure the Lives or Actions of thy 
Neighbour, and when thou haſt run over 
« all whit baſt thou then profited, if thou 
— Rr neglected thyſelf? If thou deſireſt 
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Peace of Mind and true Union, thou muſt 
put all things behind thee and look only 
** upon thyſelf”, Thus far that truly reli- 
gious Man. e 8 
To conclude, our Peace and Intereſt ought 
to keep a Guard upon our Tongues and be a 
Barrier againſt Scandal, as I have ſhewn the 
Cenſurer will have few if any Friends, but 
a Number of Enemies in this Life ; and in 
the Life to come, this Itch of evil Speaking, 
cruelly tearing in Pieces the Reputation of his 
Neighbour, will give him over to the Revi- 
lings of thoſe accurſed Fiends, who prompt- 
ed him to the eternal Loſs of his Soul, by 
endeavouring to deſtroy the Character of 
others. Let us all remember, that the ſame 
Meaſure we mete ſhall be meaſured unto us 
again. If we have been cruel in our Cen- 
ſures we ſhall be condemned by a Judge who 
wilt retaliate our Want of Charity, by a Sen- 
tence Which will be void of Mercy: Which 
that we may not fall under, let us not judge. 
Let us avoid with Care, Whiſperers, Tale- 
bearers and Detractors: conſider all Man- 
kind as our Brethren, the Work of God's 
Hands, and treat them with Humanity, Cha- 
rity, brotherly Love and Affection; that at 
the laſt Day we may experience the Promiſe 
of our Lord and Saviour, Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. Matt. 
ch. v. ver. 7. Which God of his infinite 
Rs Mercy 
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Mercy grant may be the Portion of all of us, 
through the Merits of his bleſſed Son, to 
whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed all Honour, Glory and Dominion, 
to all Eternity. Amen. . 
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